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Open Access means access to information 







From 1986 to 2011, serial 
expenditures at research 













Open Access is a pragmatic solution to a 
real problem in scholarly communication. 
Gold Open Access 
Publishers automatically and immediately make the work available 
and allow anyone with an Internet connection to read it for free. 
 
 
Green Open Access 
Author(s) of a work self-archive the work in an open access repository. 
Repositories are often specific to an institution, a discipline, or a funder. 
The Response 
The Response 




Who benefits from Open Access? 
Students have access to the works they 
need to conduct research and write works of 
their own. 
 
Researchers and other readers  
have access to works regardless of their 
institutional affiliation or their ability to pay $. 
 
  
Who benefits from Open Access? 
Authors that publish open access research: 
•  Share research w/ those who can’t access it 
•  Promote collaboration with colleagues 
•  Increased visibility via search engines       
•  Increased citation rates 
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Open Access is a Movement 
A Movement with Momentum 
•  February 2013: Office of Science and Technology (OSTP) memorandum requires 
“Federal agencies with more than $100M in R&D expenditures to develop plans to 
make the published results of federally funded research freely available to the 
public within one year of publication.” 
 
•  February 2013: Senator Mike Doyle introduces Fair Access to Science and 
Technology Research Act (FASTR), and ten national and regional library, publishing, 
research, and advocacy groups send a joint, open letter in response.  
 
•  September 2014: California Taxpayer Access to Publicly Funded Research 
Legislation (AB609) is signed into law, becoming the first state-level Open Access 
policy. 
 
•  November 2014: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation announces it is adopting an 
open-access policy to enable unrestricted access to and reuse of all peer-reviewed 
published research, including underlying data sets, that it funds in whole or in part. 
 
A Movement in Higher Education 
CUNY University Faculty Senate Statement & Resolution 
WHEREAS there is a need for open-access models to assist libraries and institutions in dealing with the 
budgetary challenges presented by the ever-increasing costs charged by journal publishers; and 
 
WHEREAS open-access institutional repositories do not replace traditional publishing but rather serve as an 
additional venue for maximizing access to the fruits of faculty research; and 
 
WHEREAS numerous universities have created open-access institutional repositories and associated policies, and 
many more universities are currently working toward such repositories and policies; and 
 
WHEREAS the City University of New York is committed to educating the public and making knowledge 
accessible and affordable; therefore let it be 
 
RESOLVED that the University Faculty Senate supports the development of an open-access institutional 
repository for the City University of New York, and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in accordance with best practices, guidelines for depositing materials into the 
CUNY repository should be created by faculty appointed by the UFS working with the Office of Library Services 
and should include recommendations to faculty to deposit finished journal articles, preprints, chapters, etc. The 
guidelines should encourage but not require faculty to contribute to the repository, and ensure that depositing a 





What can you do? 















Self-Archive in OA Repositories 












More at: http://oad.simmons.edu/oadwiki/Disciplinary_repositories 
Know Your Rights 
U.S. Constitution Article 1, Section 8 
 
“The Congress shall have Power to. . . promote 
the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by 
securing for limited Times to Authors and 
Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective 




Scholars can publish 
 and keep their rights. 
 
Many journals let authors  
keep some rights. 
SHERPA/RoMEO 
 
78% of journal publishers allow 
some form of self-archiving 
At Nassau Community College 
87% 
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Join the Conversation 
http://opensunyals.org/learnmore.html 
 
Megan Wacha, MA, MSLIS 
Scholarly Communications Librarian 
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